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In the early 1950s, he and his young family
moved to Las Vegas where he began work at
a company that would become Nevada Power
Company. He had a long career at Nevada
Power and retired in 1978 as director of public
relations. He later worked in real estate as a
broker-salesman at Mary Lowman Realty and
served as court administrator for the 8th Judi-
cial District of Nevada. Mr. Lowman was a
dedicated husband and father, always inter-
ested in his children’s education and activities.
This led him to a lifetime of community serv-
ice. He was most proud of his work with the
Boy Scouts of America, Las Vegas Area
Council. He was a 50-year member of the
council. He served as chairman of the board
and almost every other voluntary position in
the council.

Mr. Lowman was always active in youth and
education arenas. He was a perennial moder-
ator of the Sun Youth Forum. During the dec-
ade of the 1960s, he was presented the Heart
Award of the Local Variety Club and was
given the Meritorious Service Award of the
Secondary School Principals for outstanding
service to education. In 1993, an elementary
school was named Zel Lowman Elementary
for his service to youth.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor Zelvin
“Zel” Lowman for his extraordinary career and
exemplary service to the community. His
death is a profound loss to the community and
he will be greatly missed.

RECOGNIZING JAMES CRUDUP
HON. CHARLES W. “CHIP” PICKERING

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 10, 2006

Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, each year,
the University of Michigan medical school in
Ann Arbor honors the chief resident with the
outstanding record for research in surgery with
the James W. Crudup Award. James Crudup
of Forest, Mississippi has no medical license,
no medical degree, and no college degree.
But he had the intellect and the determination
to learn and achieve, and along the way he
trained some of this Nation’s finest surgeons
and helped to pioneer microsurgery.

James Crudup was born in central Mis-
sissippi during the Depression. His mother
was a midwife and his father hauled wood. He
learned to work driving a tractor and then a
truck. After serving in the Army, he returned to
Scott County, Mississippi in 1946 to finish his
education at Scott County Training School. He
married and he and his wife moved near De-
troit where he drove a truck for a brick com-
pany. The brick company ran into some trou-
ble and James looked for a new job—what he
found changed the lives of countless doctors
and patients for years to come.

He went to work with his brother Jonas at
the medical school morgue. He cleaned sur-
gical instruments used on animals to instruct
surgeons and perfect techniques including
organ transplants. He began practicing himself
on animal bodies on their way to be inciner-
ated. He borrowed medical books and learned
terms and practices. The doctor who ran the
lab discovered this and watched with wonder
as he performed advanced and complex sur-
gical procedures. Soon, residents came to see
James to learn their lessons and he became
a legend on campus.
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When Dr. Sherman Silber wanted to study
transplant rejections and use rats as subjects,
James designed and fashioned the previously
unengineered instruments needed. Silber has
said that he and James “basically pioneered
microsurgery together.”

Mr. Speaker, today James Crudup is retired.
He lives humbly in Forest, Mississippi. His
story is not well known but those of us who
have heard it want to recognize him for his
contributions to our Nation’s medical heritage,
as well as his gift to the American spirit.
James is one of those hard working heroes
who move through their life blessing others,
contributing to society and making this a better
country for his service. | hope Congress joins
me in applauding and recognizing his contribu-
tions to medicine and the well being of doctors
and patients alike.

————

GENERAL ANTHONY ZINNI: HIS VI-
SION FOR NATIONAL SECURITY
BRING STABILITY WHERE THERE
IS INSTABILITY THAT IS THE
BATTLE FOR PEACE
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
General Anthony Zinni for his courage and for
his vision for Peace and to insert into the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD an article published
in the Washington Post on April 10, 2006, en-
titted “A General with an Alternative Vision.”
His recently published book with Tony Koltz is
entitted The Battle for Peace: A Frontline Vi-
sion of America’s Power and Purpose. | am
pleased General Zinni is now an author of his
third book. | am especially pleased that this
third book is available now at this time in our
country’s history when General Zinni’s ideas
and leadership are so sorely needed.

The Washington Post calls General Zinni a
“General with an Alternative Vision.” It is that
alternative vision which | want to celebrate in
this RECORD. Because General Zinni has a vi-
sion for America he is able to set out specific
strategic goals he believes would achieve his
vision for America. According to General Zinni,
this Nation’s purpose and most important stra-
tegic goal is to bring stability wherever there is
instability. It is his belief that stability should
be the centerpiece of the Nation’s national se-
curity policy and the most important purpose
of the U.S. government. As Michael
Abramowitz, National Editor of the Washington
Post put it in this article, Zinni's view of “job
number one” for the U.S. government as
“Wresting order out of a chaotic world.” The
remarkable part of this vision and purpose for
American and its part in the battle for peace
is that it is a combat hardened veteran and
diplomat who has had the vision. War and a
near-death experience in Vietnam; listening to
the rationale for the loss of 60,000 Americans
in Vietnam and hearing similarities in the ra-
tionales given for going to war in Irag and a
promise he made himself as he lay dying in
Vietnam to always speak the General Zinni
has envisioned it, is who General Zinni is and
the events that have shaped his life.

Upon graduating from Villanova University in
1965, Anthony Zinni was commissioned a sec-
ond lieutenant in the Marine Corps. Sent to
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Vietnam in 1967 as a Infantry Battalion Advi-
sor to the Vietnamese Marine Corp, he re-
turned as a company commander where he
suffered life threatening wounds, taking three
rounds from an AK—47 in the chest and back.

From 1997 to 2000, he was Commander in
Chief of the U.S. Central Command, in charge
of all American troops in the Middle East. That
was the same job held by Gen. Norman
Schwarzkopf before him, and Gen. Tommy
Franks after him. Following his retirement, he
was selected by the President Bush to one of
the highest diplomatic posts in the administra-
tion, special envoy to the Middle East. General
Zinni has 40 years serving his country as a
marine and as a diplomat. He is widely re-
spected. He is known for his candor.

General Zinni supported the Bush-Cheney
ticket in 2000 but broke with the administration
on the issue of going to war in Irag. He spoke
out in print and on television against an inva-
sion of Irag. In his first book, Battle Ready
written with co-author Torn Clancy, Gen. Zinni
wrote that he saw true dereliction, negligence
and irresponsibility in the lead up to the war
as well as lying, incompetence and corruption.
He was especially critical of the insufficient
number of forces and lack of planning for the
invasion. He voiced his criticism on the CBS
program 60 Minutes. He blamed the war on
the civilian leadership at the Pentagon. Gen-
eral Zinni characterized the Iraq war as one
the generals did not want but the civilians at
the pentagon wanted.

In his new book, The Battle for Peace: A
Frontline Vision of American’s Power and Pur-
pose General Zinni has in fact become a vi-
sionary. | have long searched for a visionary
for our beleaguered military. Our forces are
stretched dangerously thin in lIraq, a war
based on lies from President Bush, Vice Presi-
dent CHENEY, Secretary Rice and others in the
Administration who deliberately sold the war
as a “product” to the Congress and the Amer-
ican people. | have looked back on General
Zinni’'s statements on 60 Minutes and as
quoted in The Washington Post. In an article
by Thomas E. Ricks in the December 23
2003, issue of The Washington Post General
Zinni was quoted stating: “lraq is in serious
danger of coming apart because of lack of
planning, underestimating the task and buying
into a flawed strategy,” he says. “The longer
we stubbornly resist admitting the mistakes
and not altering our approach, the harder it
will be to pull this chestnut out of the fire.”
Ricks wrote: “Zinni long has worried that there
are worse outcomes possible in Iraq than hav-
ing Saddam Hussein in power—such as elimi-
nating him in such a way that Iraq will become
a new haven for terrorism in the Middle East.”
Again, Zinni was quoted:

“I think a weakened, fragmented, chaotic
Iraq, which could happen if this isn't done
carefully, is more dangerous in the long run
than a contained Saddam is now,” he told re-
porters in 1998. “I don’t think these questions
have been thought through or answered.”

We know now Gen. Zinni’'s words were pre-
scient. That is why it is so important we listen
to him now when he talks about the use of our
military in the future and the goal of our na-
tional security policy. Although General Zinni
remains a strong critic of the Bush Administra-
tion, this book The Battle for Peace is not a
screed against the administration, but it is a
condemnation of its war policies and its use of
the military. But what is best about the book
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is that it contains a positive plan for real na-
tional security. He remains a strong critic of
the Bush Administration. In fact, in The Battle
for Peace, General Zinni offers a vision of na-
tional security policy and national purpose that
is the complete opposite of those stated by
President Bush. In doing so, General Zinni of-
fers the harshest and truest criticism of Presi-
dent Bush’s most recent rationale for his mis-
begotten Iraq war. There is no talk in Zinni’'s
book of bringing “freedom to the people of the
world because all men and women deserve to
be free.” There is no talk of making democ-
racies so they will become our allies.” Instead
Gen. Zinni gives pragmatic and realistic ideas
and plans for stabilizing any nation-state or
country that is about to destabilize.

In his book Zinni writes: “The real threats do
not come from military forces or violent at-
tacks; they do not come from a nation-state or
hostile non-state entity. They do not derive
from an ideology (not even from a radical,
West-hating, violent brand of Islam). The real
new threats come from Instability. Instability
and the chaos it generates can spark large
and dangerous changes anywhere in the
land.”

General Zinni believes that the most urgent
problem facing the country is the problem
posed by dysfunctional countries or those in
danger of becoming dysfunctional. These
countries, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraqg, are the
breeding grounds for the radicals and terror-
ists who hate the United States and want to
attack us.

But, General Zinni believes we cannot rely
only on the military to solve the problems we
face from these countries. He believes we use
the military in ways that alienate other coun-
tries. Most importantly, General Zinni, a mili-
tary veteran and retired General believes we
should better organize U.S. agencies to re-
spond to droughts, famines and civil wars and
other sources of instability before they metas-
tasize into situations that require military force.
He advocates for an interdepartmental team
drawn from relevant agencies to watch for ten-
sions and other signs of instability and a
deployable force of civilians to handle recov-
ery and reconstruction in war zones.

| view General Zinni’s statement of what he
believes should be this nation’s purpose and
plan for national security to be a direct refuta-
tion of President Bush’s often stated depiction
of our “enemy” the one driven by an evil ide-
ology who “lurks” everywhere and must be
fought “over there,” as well as General Zinni’s
strong statement that it is the business of the
U.S. to bring stability where there is chaos is
a reality based statement of what our national
purpose should be.

General Zinni was one of the generals who
endorsed President Bush in 2000. It is clear
now that he would take the country in an en-
tirely different direction on national security
than the path the President is on. That is in
sync with the American people who also be-
lieve the President is taking the country in the
wrong direction.

[From the Washington Post, Apr. 10, 2006]
A GENERAL WITH AN ALTERNATIVE VISION
(By Michael Abramowitz)

Well into his new book, Gen. Tony Zinni
lists what he thinks ought to be the nation’s
strategic goals. They include, among other
things, keeping regions and countries stable;
making unstable countries stable; and work-
ing with regional partners to address unsta-
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ble conditions. For Zinni, stability is the
lodestar of modem national security policy.
Wresting order out of a chaotic world is the
mission he sees as job number one for the
U.S. government.

“The real threats do not come from mili-
tary forces or violent attacks; they do not
come from a nation-state or hostile non-
state entity. They do not derive from an ide-
ology (not even from a radical, West-hating,
violent brand of Islam),” Zinni writes. ‘“The
real new threats come from Instability. In-
stability and the chaos it generates can
spark large and dangerous changes anywhere
in the land.”

Notably absent from Zinni’s list is any
mention of spreading democracy and free-
dom, among the goals articulated recently
by the White House in its National Security
Strategy, often with soaring, idealistic rhet-
oric. The document states: ‘“The United
States possesses unprecedented—and un-
equaled—strength and influence in the
world. Sustained by faith in the principles of
liberty, and the value of a free society, this
position comes with unparalleled respon-
sibilities, obligations, and opportunity. The
great strength of this nation must be used to
promote a balance of power that favors free-
dom.”

Zinni’s contrast in tone and emphasis
seems purposeful. With ‘“The Battle for
Peace,” the retired Marine general has set
out to present an alternative vision of the
national interest to the one espoused by
President Bush. It is a less ambitious, more
incrementalist vision. If adopted by the
Democrats, his dry, bureaucratic approach
may lack for popular appeal. Yet might it
bring about a more rational alignment of our
national purpose with our fiscal and military
resources? That is the implicit question
raised in this slender volume by one of the
nation’s most prominent military voices.

Zinni is a combat veteran whose experi-
ence in Vietnam brought him three rounds
from an AK-47 and a near-death experience.
Before retiring, Zinni served as chief of the
military’s Central Command, which oversees
operations in the Middle East and South
Asia, a post that brought him into direct
contact with many of the region’s leading
political and military figures and a firsthand
experience in the most challenging foreign
policy questions facing the United States. He
was one of a raft of former generals who en-
dorsed Bush for president in 2000, but he has
since broken with the administration over
what he sees as its ill-thought-out adven-
turism in Iraq. Zinni was against the war be-
fore it was popular to be so.

Those hoping for an intemperate screed
against Bush’s policies, however, will be dis-
appointed. Zinni writes soberly and, largely,
without invective. Although he disapproves
of what he considers Bush’s excessive faith
in military power and the imprudence of the
Iraq invasion, he does not frontally attack
the administration. But by the end of this
book, it is clear Zinni would have us move
into a radically different direction on na-
tional security matters.

Zinni believes far too little thought and at-
tention are being paid to the management of
what, as he describes it, is the most urgent
issue facing the country—how to manage the
problems posed by dysfunctional countries or
those that are in danger of becoming dys-
functional. Those countries, such as Afghani-
stan, Pakistan, Iraq, are the breeding
grounds for the radicals and terrorists who
hate the United States and want to attack
us.
Yet as Zinni tells it, we have expertise in
only one tool—military force—for dealing
with these countries, and we too often use
our power in ways that alienate other soci-
eties. He offers a variety of proposals to bet-
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ter organize U.S. agencies to respond to
droughts, famines, civil wars and other
sources of instability before they metasta-
size into situations that require military
force. He wants an interdepartmental team
drawn from relevant agencies to watch for
tensions and other signs of instability and a
deployable force of civilians to handle recov-
ery and reconstruction in war zones.

This is not an easy book to read. Even with
the help of a professional writer, there is a
fair amount of jargon in here, and the struc-
ture of the book is a bit mysterious. Zinni
veers between interesting accounts of his in-
volvement in various crises—such as the ef-
fort to aid the Iraqi Kurds after the Persian
Gulf War—and his analysis of the short-
comings in U.S. grand strategy and how we
are organized to deal with the threats of the
21st century. It is hard to judge whether his
proposals would amount to more than a re-
shuffling of the bureaucratic deck.

Still, Zinni is an interesting man, and he
has a lot of interesting things to say about
the dangers of pursuing our current course in
foreign policy. He is a distinctly non-ideolog-
ical man in an era when ideology is running
rampant both home and abroad. He seems to
be saying that the world is full of problems
that can be better managed if only we had
more competent U.S. leadership, different
bureaucracies and less idealism from our
leaders. The premise is debatable, but the
next president may decide to give it a go.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO LEAH
BRYANT

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 10, 2006

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mrs. Leah Bryant as she retires from
the Southwest Homebuilding Industry after 28
years in the business.

Leah Bryant began her tenure in the home-
building industry in 1978 as a loan expediter
for Lewis Homes in Las Vegas. Since then
Leah has distinguished herself as a prominent
and respected leader in her trade during her
28 years with KB and Lewis Homes. Leah was
known for her contributions in the areas of
quality assurance and customer service.

Leah was the regional general manager for
KB Home’s Southwest region, which includes
Las Vegas, Phoenix, and Tucson. In 2004, her
region delivered nearly 7,000 homes. Leah
was the driving force behind the company-
wide satisfaction initiatives of 2003 and 2004,
and launched and directed the company’s
Customer Satisfaction Task Force which has
helped the company achieve the No. 3 ranking
in 2004 by the J.D. Power and Associates
customer satisfaction survey of home builders.

Leah has served as President of the Las
Vegas division of KB Home, which is the larg-
est homebuilder in Southern Nevada and was
an active member of the board of directors of
the Southern Nevada Home Builders Associa-
tion. Her leadership earned her a spot on Ne-
vada Business Magazine’s Women to Watch
list. In her retirement, she plans to continue
living in Las Vegas, and devoting herself to
family and personal activities.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize
Leah Bryant on the floor of the House. | com-
mend her for her contributions to the home-
building industry and thank her for her service
to southern Nevada.
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